


The second Old Member that was 
presented was Professor Ravindra Gupta:

Professor Ravindra (Ravi) Gupta is an 
immunologist now based in Cambridge, 
who read Medicine at Worcester in 1997.

Having completed his medical 
undergraduate studies at Cambridge 
and Oxford Universities, Ravi pursued a 
Masters in Public Health at Harvard as 
a Fulbright Scholar. Upon his return he 
trained in infectious diseases in Oxford 
and London (UCLH, Hospital for Tropical 
Diseases) and completed his PhD at UCL 
on Lentiviral evasion of antiretrovirals 
and innate immune responses. He 
established his research group at UCL in 
2011, working on genetics and biology 
of HIV resistance and reservoirs, and 
was promoted to full professor in 2016. 
Ravi has been Professor of Clinical 
Microbiology at the Cambridge Institute for 
Therapeutic Immunology and Infectious 
Diseases since 2019.

In 2020, Professor Ravindra Gupta 
was named as one of the 100 
Most Influential People by TIME 
for his role in demonstrating the 
world’s second recorded HIV cure, 
the ‘London Patient’ published 
in Nature 2019 and Lancet HIV 
2020 and in 2021, he was elected 
to Fellowship of the Academy of 
Medical Sciences UK.

In Spring 2020, Ravi and his 
team validated and introduced the 
SAMBA II point of care test into 
clinical practice at Addenbrookes for 
rapid diagnosis of COVID-19. During 
the latter half of 2020 the lab started 

to study evolution of the virus within 
patients in response to antibody 
based therapies, as a paradigm 
of how new variants with multiple 
mutations have arisen. The team is 
also characterising the virology of 
key spike protein mutations in new 
variants and their impact on natural 
and vaccine induced immunity.

Ravi is a co-opted member 
of NERVTAG, The New and 
Emerging Respiratory Virus Threats 
Advisory Group which advises the 
government on the threat posed 
by new and emerging respiratory 
viruses.

“I fondly remember taking the long route around the lake during 
summer, the outdoor Buskins theatre, playing tennis for the first 
team and of course the parties in the MCR where I was occasionally 
seen as DJ.”

Professor Ravindra Gupta (1997, Medicine)

22  |  Worcester College Magazine  |  2022

Old Member



CampbellFest

On 28 May 2022 the College 
welcomed 45 Old Members and 
guests to an event celebrating the 

life and work of James Campbell, Fellow 
and Tutor in History from 1957 to 2002 
(from 1992 Lightbody Fellow and Tutor), 
who died in 2016. ‘CampbellFest’ was 
prompted by former students of James, 
led by Roger Ashley (1958, History), and 
after several postponements due to the 
pandemic, was finally able to take place in 
the Linbury Room on a sunny Saturday.

After a welcome from Professor 
Conrad Leyser, the current Lightbody 
Fellow and Tutor in History, who was 
uniquely qualified to introduce the day as 
his father taught James Campbell and 
his mother was taught by him, the guests 
were treated to three talks. The first, by Dr 
Paul Hyams (1960, Modern History), was 
a paper taken from his current research 
on the Domesday Inquest and its use 
in the history of English law. This was a 
highly appropriate subject as it chimed 
with James Campbell’s own research 
interests in Domesday. This talk was 
followed by a presentation from Meredith 
Cutrer (2021, History), the first holder of 
the Michael Biggs Graduate Scholarship, 
endowed in memory of James Campbell. 
Appropriately, Meredith described how 
her love of Anglo-Saxon history had been 

prompted by reading The Anglo-Saxons 
(1982), edited by James Campbell, before 
giving an interesting summary of her 
research into the desert fathers and their 
depiction on Irish high crosses.

After a buffet lunch there was time 
to view an exhibition of original records 
relating to James Campbell’s life and work, 
which had been prepared by the College 
Archivist. These included a selection from 
James’ own personal papers, transferred 
to the Archives in 2016, and interesting 
items that James himself had collected 
during his time as the first Keeper of the 
Archives. James took over responsibility 
for the Archives from the Bursary in 
1960 and, in addition to preserving the 
administrative records of the College, 
he expanded its remit to include the 
personal papers of individuals and more 
ephemeral items that truly illustrate the 
student experience. On display were 
early photographs of the College and of 
undergraduates, programmes of student 
events, and a selection of items relating to 
the intelligence work of Provost Masterman 
during the Second World War. James’ role 
in preserving the Archives, and the use of 
part of his legacy to adapt a building for 
their storage to archival standards (also 
supported by the Wilkinson Trust, of which 
James had been the longest-serving 

Trustee), is appropriately recognised in 
its name: the James Campbell College 
Archives Building.

One section of the records from James 
Campbell’s personal papers related to a 
series of drafts for a book on Anglo-Saxon 
England, which James intended to publish 
with OUP. The contract was signed in 1984 
but, despite going through several drafts 
and being in an almost complete form from 
1999, James never submitted a manuscript 
to the publisher due to his perfectionism. 
Dr Alan Thacker (1967, Modern History) 
announced that there were several other 
unpublished manuscripts in James’ 
papers, including the text of his Ford 
Lectures on ‘The Origins of the English 
State’ given in 1996, which would shortly 
be published in two or three volumes.

The final talk of the day was given 
by Dr John Maddicott (1961, Modern 
History), who spoke movingly about 
James Campbell’s youth and the 
challenges he had overcome to lead such 
a successful career. He also talked about 
the experiences James had had as Senior 
Proctor during the unrest of 1973-4, and 
the changes in his political allegiances 
over time. The day ended with a general 
discussion of the experience of attending 
tutorials with Professor Campbell over the 
40 years represented by attendees.

Celebrating the life of the late Professor James Campbell
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Last month I went to see Operation 
Mincemeat, a new film based on 
the book by Ben Macintyre, which 
tells the story of a plot to deceive 

the Nazi High Command over the location 
of the planned invasion of Italy in 1943. 
The ruse involved the planting of the body 
of a fictitious marine, Major Martin, along 
with falsified documents, off the coast of 
supposedly neutral Spain. This may be of 
particular interest to Worcester alumni as 
one of your number, Sir John Masterman 
(1909, and later Provost from 1946 to 
1961) features briefly in the film, played by 
Alex Jennings.

It is well known that during the Second 
World War, Masterman was the Chair of 
the Twenty Committee, running turned 
double-agents feeding disinformation back 

to Germany (the committee was so named 
because twenty in Roman numerals is XX, 
or ‘double-cross’). It was at a meeting of 
the Twenty Committee that Ewen Montagu 
and Charles Cholmondeley first proposed 
the idea that became Mincemeat, to direct 
German forces away from the intended 
target of Sicily, although the idea was 
not a new one and was prompted by a 
report which may have been written by the 
novelist Ian Fleming. Sir John Masterman 
transferred all his personal papers, 
including those from his war service, to the 
College Archives shortly before his death 
in 1977, and I therefore returned from the 
cinema eager to delve into these primary 
sources for evidence of Masterman’s part 
in this important operation.

However, on the whole I was to be 
disappointed. Sir John Masterman was 
a conscientious spy master and kept 
very little relating to his secret war work, 
beyond a very brief diary kept as a 
practical aide-mémoire. It also appears 
that there may not have been much 
to keep as Masterman admitted in his 
autobiography, published in 1975, that 
he had “nothing whatever to do with the 
planning of major deception”. His role as 
chair of the Twenty Committee was as 
a facilitator, to “harmonize the interests 
and demands of different services and 
departments...to make the machine 
work”. There are a small number of 
mentions of Operation Mincemeat in 
Masterman’s almost illegible handwriting 
in his diary, but nothing that provides 
additional information to that known from 
other sources. Although Masterman 
wrote in his autobiography of the thrill of 

excitement in seeing the large tin container 
used to transport the body of ‘Major 
Martin’, so distanced from the operation 
was he that he was on leave when the 
body left the country on a submarine, and 
in Oxford for the weekend when it was 
found in Spain. He makes no mention of 
either event in his matter-of-fact diary.

Masterman’s diary also does not record 
the small way in which he did contribute 
to the success of Mincemeat. In order to 
fully kit out Major Martin it was necessary 
to obtain some underwear, but as this 
was rationed it was difficult to persuade 
anyone to give up their stamps to the 
cause. Sir John Masterman used his 
Oxford connections to arrange the “gift” 
of underwear from the late Warden of 
New College, H. A. L. Fisher, with whom 
Masterman had had a fierce academic 
rivalry in the 1930s. Ben Macintyre 
speculates that pressing Fisher’s 
underwear into military service in this way 
would have appealed to Masterman’s 
“odd sense of humour”.

One interesting item I did discover 
during this research, which I don’t think 
has been seen before, is this photograph 
(above) of a Twenty Committee dinner. Sir 
John Masterman can be seen seated in 
the centre, laughing and in his element. 
Standing behind, second and third 
from the left respectively, are Charles 
Cholmondeley and Ewen Montagu, whose 
Operation Mincemeat did so much to 
ensure the success of the invasion of 
Sicily, and marked a turning point in the 
course of the war.

Emma Goodrum, College Archivist
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The Pursuit of 
Instrumental 
Perfection:
Dudley Perfect (1915, Mathematics)

In the early 14th century Richard of 
Wallingford, possibly an alumnus of 
Worcester’s predecessor Gloucester 
College, made astronomical instruments 

of wonderful precision, including a 
mechanical clock at St Albans Abbey 
whose detailed description includes 
possibly the earliest known precise 
mechanical drawings.

At the National Physical Laboratory 
(NPL) and Royal Greenwich Observatory, 
Worcester alumnus Dudley Perfect (1896-
1964), my grandfather, meticulously 
improved the accuracy of a range of 
physical measures, at the cutting edge of 
the early 20th century’s rapid improvements 
in instrumentation and technology.

Perfect matriculated in 1915. Unfit for 
active service, in 1917 he was conscripted 
as a schoolmaster. Returning to 
Worcester in 1918, he took a war degree 
in Mathematics, and then an Honours 
Degree in Physics.

Obtaining one of the first DPhils, he 
moved to the NPL. He invented ingenious 
devices to increase precision and reduce 
error, particularly using photoelectric cells. 
He may have worked on substituting 
the wavelength of light for metal bars to 
determine standards of length, and on 
refining standards of time, and hence 
radio frequency, important for radar as war 
loomed. In 1942 he moved to Greenwich, to 
improve the accuracy of the Shortt clocks 
which the Observatory used to measure 
time: the most accurate mechanical clocks 
ever made, accurate to 1 second per year. 
Perfect proposed to use photoelectric 
cells to improve accuracy even further by 
synchronising the clocks’ ‘master’ and 
‘slave’ pendulums every second.

Instead the Observatory moved from 
pendulum to vastly more accurate quartz 
clocks, setting the stage for the next 
phase of Perfect’s career refining the 
measurement of time.

Clocks beat at a regular rate. But tiny 
wobbles cause minute variations in the 
Earth’s rotation. Clock time needed to be 
adjusted so that it remained synchronised 
with astronomical time. More accurate 
quartz clocks necessitated more 
accurate corrections. Perfect designed 
a ‘Photographic Zenith Tube’ (PZT), a 
telescope pointed rigidly at the zenith. 
Light from transiting stars, reflected from 
a perfectly level mercury mirror, was 
brought to a focus on a photographic 
plate. Automatic reversal four times 
during the transit, driven by the clock 
being tested, produced a quadrangle of 
images, from whose geometry could be 
computed whether the transit had been 
at the ‘right’ clock time, or whether an 
adjustment was needed for the movement 
of the heavens. The PZT needed to be 
accurate to 1/360000 of a degree. Perfect 
systematically brought each element of its 
mechanical operation within the required 
tolerance.

Grubb Parsons made the instrument. 
Their Chief Engineer, George Sisson, 
recollected: ‘Dr Perfect was well named 
because he took infinite pains over every 
last detail of the instrument so that the 
design stage extended itself over a very 
long period’. Sisson recalled his rejection 
of Perfect’s suggestion for an automated 
artificial hand to place and remove the 
photographic plate. This would have been 
in the early 1950s, at the very outset of 
robotics research.

PZTs were installed in the mid-
1950s at Herstmonceux, Canberra, and 
Neuchatel. The Herstmonceux PZT was 
used: to measure the ‘mean solar day’, 
then the fundamental unit of time, until 
1958 ; for astronomical determination of 
Universal Time until 1971; and for ‘leap 
second’ corrections to bring Universal 
Time into line with the movement of 
the heavens, until 1976. Perfect’s 
obituarist Bernard Wellgate recalled 
‘his uncompromising and perhaps not 
always comfortable scientific honesty’, 
his ‘encouragement and helpfulness’ and 
‘his unfailing courtesy and boyish sense 
of humour and fun’. The last quality is 
evident in meticulously crafted humorous 
verses which he composed on all sorts of 
occasions, and in Sisson’s recollection of 
Perfect’s fondness for ‘all the most hectic 
machines’ in the Newcastle fairground, 
and for an umbrella with an ivory horse’s 
head handle which he took to a dentist 
for repair.

Perfect continued to value his 
connections with Worcester. He 
bequeathed his collection of rare 
antiquarian books to the College library. 
He attended the annual College Weekend 
whenever he could, always asking to stay 
in his old first-year room, Staircase 8.3 in 
the medieval cottages, which he fondly 
recalled as the only undergraduate room 
that overlooked the Provost’s Garden. 
Who knows whether in times long 
past it might not have housed Richard 
of Wallingford, the pioneer of Oxford 
mechanical timekeeping?

Timothy M M Baker 
(1979, Corpus Christi College)

1915 matriculands
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Answers
1	Sir Thomas Cookes, a childless Worcestershire baronet, 

established several schools (including Bromsgrove) and also 
Worcester College, Oxford, to perpetuate his memory. He 
died in 1701, but it took 13 years of legal wrangling before the 
University decided where to establish the new college.

	George Clarke was a major early benefactor of the College and 
an amateur architect who designed the Library, Hall and Chapel 
block with Nicholas Hawksmoor. Richard Blechinden was the 
first provost of the College from 1714 to his death in 1736.

2	Worcester College was founded during the reign of Queen Anne, 
and is the only surviving Oxford foundation of the eighteenth 
century (a version of Hertford College was also founded in the 
eighteenth century but was dissolved in 1818; it was refounded 
in the late-nineteenth century).

3	Sir Thomas Cookes’ original benefaction was just £10,000. 
Even in 1714 this was insufficient to provide for the salaries 
of the Provost and Fellows, and to build a college from 
scratch. Worcester was therefore established on the site of 
Gloucester Hall so that its medieval buildings could provide 
accommodation. Although some were later demolished to build 
the Library, Hall, Chapel and Terrace, the surviving medieval 
buildings of Gloucester College continue to be used to this day.

4	St John’s College owned Gloucester Hall in 1714 and sold the 
property to Worcester College. St John’s also owned land to 
the north and west (now the playing fields and the orchard), and 
sold this to Worcester in 1744.

5	The 1714 College statutes stipulate that the College should 
employ a barber (tonsor). This was necessary in the eighteenth 
century when the wearing of wigs or the curling of hair into a 
wig-like style for dinner was fashionable. 

Question 1
Who was the Founder of 
Worcester College?
a	 George Clarke
b	 Richard Blechinden
c	 Thomas Cookes

Question 2
Worcester College was founded 
on 29 July 1714, during the reign 
of which monarch?
a	 King James II
b	 Queen Anne
c	 King George I

Question 5
The original College statutes listed four servants the College was required 
to employ: a cook, a porter, a steward and…
a	 A barber
b	 A laundry woman
c	 A brewer

Question 3
What was the value of the 
founding benefaction?
a	 £10,000
b	 £110,000
c	 £10 million

Question 4
Which Oxford college sold 
the site of the Main Quad 
and Pump Quad to enable 
Worcester to be founded?
a	 Christ Church
b	 Jesus College
c	 St John’s College
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A Warm Welcome Back to College!
Trinity Term finally saw a return to a busy schedule of Old Member events. It 
was wonderful to see so many Old Members return to College with friends and 
family and enjoy meeting each other and being in this special place once again.

Clockwise from top:
Dr Kotaro Ono & former Provost and Honorary 
Fellow, Dick Smethurst at Honorary Fellows 
Lunch, June 22.
Emeritus Fellow in Law, Francis Reynolds, at 
the Law Society Dinner May 22.
Inaugural Donor’s Dinner April 22.
The Oxford Silver Band, Benefactors’ Garden 
Party June 22.
Choir Master, Daniel Mathieson at Carols and 
Canapes Dec 21.
Eleanor Brooks & Clare Boothroyd Brooks, 
Benefactors’ Garden Party, June 22.
Christmas Carols and Canapés, December 21.
Current students at the Law Society Dinner, 
May 22.
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October
17	 Worcester College Society 

Drinks Reception: House of 
Lords, London. All Old Members 
are invited to meet the Provost, 
David Isaac, CBE, at a drinks 
reception at the House of Lords, 
6:15-8pm. Tickets £40. OTA.

20	 Online Academic Lecture Series, 
Dr Katharina Ulmschneider: ‘The 
Camel that fled the Nazis - The 
Story of a T’ang Dynasty Camel’, 
5-5:45pm. (BST). Online event. OTA.

November
30	 Christmas Carols and Canapés 

in the Chapel and Cloisters, 
4-5:30pm. OTA (restricted 
numbers). Tickets: adults £18, 
children (under 18) free.

December
3	 Young Alumni Group Christmas 

Reunion, London. 7:30pm (open 
to Old Members who graduated 
after 2011), further details tbc. By 
invitation only.

8	 Online Academic Lecture 
Series, Meredith Cutrer, The 
Michael Biggs Scholar in memory 
of James Campbell: ‘Egypt and the 
Insular High Crosses’, 5-5:45pm. 
(BST). Online event. OTA.

10	 Gaudy (2008, 2009, 2010) for 
those who matriculated in 2008, 
2009, 2010. Tickets £50. By 
invitation only.

January 2023
18	 Online 1714 Society Lecture, 

Professor Patricia Clavin hosted 
by the Provost: ‘Turbulence and 
Human Security, 1900-1950’, 
5-5:45pm (BST). Online event. By 
invitation only.

February
4	 Walking Snowdrop Tour in 

College, 10:30-2pm: £20, ticket 
price includes: refreshments on 
arrival, talk from a snowdrop expert, 
garden tour and a light lunch. OTA.

23	 Online Academic Lecture 
Series, Professor David Steinsaltz: 
‘Ageing: What is it? Why is it? 
Where is it going? 5-5:45pm (BST). 
Online event. OTA.

March
8	 Online Academic Lecture 

Series, Professor Andrew Stephen: 
‘More of a Friend, Less of a Foe: 
Overcoming Public Concerns of 
Artificial Intelligence’, 5-5:45 pm. 
(BST). Online event. OTA.

11	 Law Society Dinner in College. 
Open to all who read or are 
practising Law. By invitation only.

18	 Gaudy (2011, 2012, 2013) 
For those who matriculated in 2011, 
2012, 2013. By invitation only.

April
TBC	 Oxford North American 

Reunion.

22	 Donors’ Dinner in College, 6pm. 
Pre-dinner drinks and dinner in the 
Hall. By invitation only.

29	 Gardens Day in College, 11am-
2pm. Tours of the gardens by Head 
Gardener and lunch in Hall. Tickets 
£30. OTA.

May
11	 Online Academic Lecture 

Series, Dr Michael Drolet: 
‘Environmental Sustainability and 
Political Economy in Nineteen 
Century France’, 5-5:45pm. (BST). 
Online event. OTA.

27	 Boat Club Alumni Dinner, open 
to all current and former members 
of the Boat Club. Details TBC. By 
invitation only.

June
10	 Benefactors’ Garden Party in 

College, 2-5pm. By invitation only.

23 	 Commemoration Ball in 
College. Priority booking for 
current students, then recent 
leavers (2020-22 graduates), then 
remaining tickets open to all Old 
Members. Further details to follow.

25	 Biology Reunion in College with 
Emeritus Fellow, Dr Peter Darrah. 
Family-friendly garden party. 
11-3pm. By invitation only.

29	 Worcester Rhodes Scholars 
120th Anniversary Dinner in 
College, 6pm. By invitation only.

July
1	 Leavers’ High Tea in the Sultan 

Nazrin Shah Centre, 3-5:30pm. A 
celebratory high tea with fizz, for all 
those who graduated in 2020 and 
2021. By invitation only.

September
22	 University of Oxford Alumni 

weekend

22	 50th and 60th Golden and 
Diamond Reunion Lunch for 
those who matriculated in 1963 
and 1973, hosted by the Provost, 
12-2pm. By invitation only.

23	 Gaudy (1983, 1984, 1985, 1962 
and earlier) in College.  
For those who matriculated in 
1983, 1984, 1985, 1962 or earlier.  
Tickets £50. By invitation only.

Worcester Old Member Events 2022 – 23
Please see below ‘Save the Date Information’ for Old Member events for the year ahead. You must book your place online to attend an 

event. Some events are by invitation only. Booking for events will go live at different times throughout the year and the events programme 
may change or be updated – so please do keep checking the website for the latest information on: www.worc.ox.ac.uk/alumni/events, or 

contact us on: + 44 (0) 1865 278374

Worcester College
Oxford
OX1 2HB

WorcCollegeOx
WorcesterCollegeOxford

groups/2311057
worcestercollegeoxford

Tel: +44 (0)1865 278300
worc.ox.ac.uk

NB	 OTA = Open to all


