
  
 

ACCEPTABLE USE OF THE COLLEGE NETWORK 
 
 
The College offers the privilege of connection to its network and to the University network 
and other networks beyond (“the Network”) as a service to its members.  Members who wish 
to avail themselves of this service must sign below under ‘Acceptance’ to indicate that they 
have read this contract and agree to its terms.  Members who do not wish to abide by this 
contract are asked to sign below under ‘Rejection’, and will not be permitted to make use of 
any of the computing facilities provided by the College including, but not restricted to, access 
to the Network, or to any machines connected to it whether or not these machines are owned 
by the College.  Members are not permitted to access College computing facilities until they 
have signed this form under ‘Acceptance’ and submitted the form to the College Office. 
 
 
Acceptance of the Terms and Conditions 
I have read and understood the Worcester College Acceptable Use Policy and Contract and 
agree to abide by its terms and conditions. 
 
 
__________________________ __________________________ ____/____/____ 
Name     Signature    Date 
 
OR 
 
Rejection of the Terms and Conditions 
I have read and understood the Worcester College Acceptable Use Policy and Contract and 
DO NOT agree to abide by its terms and conditions.  I understand that by signing below, I am 
not entitled to make use of any of the computing facilities provided by the College. 
 
 
__________________________ __________________________ ____/____/____ 
Name     Signature    Date 
 
 
Please sign this form and return it to the Academic Office.   
Please retain the copy of the College’s Acceptable Use Policy and Contract for your records. 





 

Acceptable Network Use Policy 
For its part the College undertakes to use its best endeavours to prevent infringements of net users' 
rights to privacy, and to satisfy users' reasonable expectations of secure and reliable service. 

Users of the network agree to abide by the following guidelines which are intended to permit them to 
use the network for legitimate academic purposes and for reasonable recreational purposes. 

1. No use of the college network should expose the College to civil litigation by a third party or to 
criminal litigation.  Nor should any use of the college network bring the College into disrepute.  
Users of the network accept ultimate legal responsibility for their actions in using it. 
 
Users of the College network must comply with: 
• The Oxford University Rules for Computer Use.  

(See http://www.ox.ac.uk/it/rules) 
• The JANET Acceptable Use Policy.  

(See http://www.ja.net/services/publications/policy/aup.html) 
• The rules and policies applying to any other network or facility that they access via the 

College network. 
 
Users of the College network must not: 
• Infringe another person's or organisation's copyright or other intellectual property right. 
• Make untrue statements about or publish any false image of any individual or organisation. 
• Pretend on the network to be anyone other than themselves, or pretend on the network that 

their computer (or other equipment) has any other identity than that which is legitimately 
assigned to it for purposes of Network access. 

• Gain (or attempt to gain) unauthorised access to any computer, or to any information or other 
material stored on any computer. 

• Disrupt anyone else's use of any computer system or do anything that prevents others from 
using any facilities or services. 

• Invade the privacy of any other person or use College Facilities to send unsolicited bulk e-
mails (``Spam''). 

• Download, upload, transmit, publish, create or copy any pornographic picture, image or other 
material whose traffic is prohibited by law. 

2. All use of the network must be in accordance with normal academic rules and ethics. 

3. Network users are not permitted to install wireless access points in their room, nor in any other 
location in College, and may only use wireless access points provided by the College. 

4. No use of the network should be such as to infringe the privacy of other users of the network, or 
to interfere with the work of other users of the network. 

5. No use of the network should be such as to deny other users a fair share of the bandwidth of the 
network. 

6. No use of the network should be such as to deny other users fair and reasonable access to other 
network resources. 

7. Network users undertake to co-operate with the operational staff in diagnosing and correcting 
problems that may have arisen (wittingly or unwittingly) in the course of their use of the network.  
Non-cooperation may result in immediate withdrawal of network access in order to preserve the 
integrity of network services. 

8. If a network user has any doubt whatsoever that an intended use of the network might infringe 
these guidelines then that user must obtain explicit permission from the Computing Committee 
(via the Computing Manager) before undertaking that use. 

 



 

The CONTRACT 
 
I have read the “Acceptable Network Use Policy” published by the College, and agree to abide by it. 
 

I understand that the College provides access to its network the University network, and the 
Internet beyond (“the Network”) as a privilege, and that, in order to protect the College's legal 
integrity and the operational integrity of the services it provides to other users of the network, 
it may withdraw my access to the network at any time without serving formal notice or giving 
formal explanation. 

Whilst college operational staff will make their best endeavours to continue to provide service 
to all legitimate network users, it may not be possible for them to deal with certain kinds of 
abuse without the abrupt curtailment of service to individuals—who may themselves be 
unwitting victims or perpetrators of net abuse. 

I accept that, in order to investigate and rectify potential threats to the College's legal integrity 
or the operational integrity of the services provided by and through the network, the 
operational staff of the College may need to inspect my computer, and/or the content or 
pattern of my network traffic from time to time. 

I agree that, should the Dean have cause to believe that such investigation is warranted, and 
deems it necessary for such equipment to be inspected, that I will surrender at the Dean's 
demand any computer or other equipment or device that I have (or have had at any time) 
connected to the college network in order for such an investigation to be carried out. 

I also agree that I will co-operate with such investigations to the best of my ability.  I 
understand that failure to co-operate fully with an investigation mandated by the Dean will be 
viewed as a disciplinary offence. 

The Dean and operational staff undertake, for their part, to respect the confidentiality of 
college network users' legitimate network traffic and files.  Neither the Dean nor operational 
staff will act capriciously in seeking to investigate apparent infractions of the Acceptable Use 
Guidelines or of the civil or criminal law. 

Wherever possible (subject to any restrictions imposed by the police, the University 
authorities or any other authorities authorised by law or University regulations to investigate 
these matters) the infraction being investigated will be explained to students who are asked to 
co-operate with an investigation, as will the reasons that their co-operation is being sought. 

Moreover all college agents and representatives concerned will use their best endeavours (in 
the prevailing circumstances and so far as it is within their power) to ensure a speedy return of 
any computer surrendered under the above provision once investigations are complete. 

 
I understand that I must take legal responsibility for any infringements of criminal or civil law that I 
commit using the network connection provided by the College. 
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