
Worcester College 

Annual Fund 2016 



 

 

 

Thanks to our great Tercentenary Campaign the College is now on a           

tremendously sound financial footing, and we have big plans for the     

future. But the Campaign to raise funds for endowment in  perpetuity 

must not  detract from the vital work that we can achieve, in-year and    

day-to-day for the College, by way of the  Annual Fund.  

The Annual Fund, in which regular contributions are made month-by-month and 

year-by-year, is vital if we are to continue to attract the brightest applicants from 

the broadest range of backgrounds. No gift to the Annual Fund, no matter how 

large or small, stands alone; instead it stands as a much-valued part of a great 

tradition of philanthropy at Worcester that stretches back for centuries. 

Last year 730 Old Members contributed to the Annual Fund, raising over 

£250,000. If you can make a pledge towards the Annual Fund we can ensure that 

the College continues to attract the brightest students, that we maintain our 

unique tutorial system, and that we preserve the beauty of the College’s historic 

buildings, gardens and grounds for the  enjoyment of all.  
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From the Provost 



 

The Annual Fund seeks to raise unrestricted funds from both  existing   

donors and new donors. The objective is to ensure sufficient funds are 

available to respond appropriately to the areas of greatest need in the   

College across four key areas: 

 Student Bursaries 

 Student Facilities and Activities 

 Academic Posts and Research 

 Preserving our Historic Buildings, Gardens and Grounds 

 

 

 

 

For many students the excitement and anticipation of acceptance at  Worcester is 

tempered by the knowledge that their time at Oxford will be one of considerable 

financial challenge.  

We are committed to ensuring that no one with the academic ability to study 

here should be prevented from doing so because of financial  hardship. More 

than one in four undergraduates at Worcester currently receives a bursary. 

“My bursary has definitely enhanced my Worcester             

experience. I have enjoyed so many parts of Oxford life     

without the worry of how I will afford it all: I eat healthily, I can 

buy relevant  materials for my course, I can afford the        

accommodation costs to live with friends, and there is space 

for down time so that I can be as healthy as possible and work 

to my greatest  potential.     

Moreover, in the vacations I have been able to  pursue my  

academic  interests further because I have not had the worry 

of needing to earn as much money as  possible  outside of 

term time. The bursary has given me the chance to focus on 

academia and music and develop my passions and interests within these spheres. 

My life at College has wholly benefited from the bursary Oxford and Worcester 

have given me.”                                                           

  Meredith Hughes (Music, 2013) 

                                

The Annual Fund 

Student Bursaries 



 Buildings, Gardens and Grounds 

 

Our gardens and grounds are the envy of all Oxford. Gifts made to the  

Annual Fund have helped to contribute to the upkeep and renovation of 

the College’s buildings, ancient and modern. They enable the College to 

continually upgrade facilities and  infrastructure in a way that is          

sympathetic both to the needs of our students and the unique              

environment in which they live and study. 

Student Facilities and Activities 

 

 

Being a student at Worcester is about more than studying; it offers great 

opportunities for new experiences and developing new and existing skills. 

Worcester has a wealth of opportunities to offer in terms of music, drama, 

sport and other activities. We have a lively and active student body,     

including the JCR (Junior Common Room) and MCR (Middle Common 

Room), that offers fantastic support for academic and extra-curricular 

events. 

Academic Posts and Research 

 

We believe that the tutorial system inspires academic excellence and is 

the best in the world.  

The tutorial system fosters a supportive and challenging environment 

that allows students to achieve their full potential.  Worcester offers a 

diverse programme of disciplines, providing  access to world-class        

academics and researchers. 



 

“It’s more than 30 years since I was an undergraduate 

and my main connection to Worcester is through           

life-long friendships that were formed then but remain an 

important part of my life. Going back to a Gaudy a couple 

of years ago the College not only looked wonderful but it 

was clearly thriving.  

The Annual Fund supports aspects of College that       

continue to matter to me. Direct support to students 

through Bursaries helps to retain the social diversity that I remember which is   

essential to creativity and achievement. Assisting with the funding of student    

facilities and activities, as well as providing for the buildings and grounds, helps to 

provide a unique environment. 

Above all, I feel I am supporting the continuation of the tutorial system. There is 

nothing like this system for imbuing an enthusiasm and passion for a subject but 

probably more importantly, given that for most of us our academic studies were 

not our vocation, it provided a training that has stood me in good stead    

throughout my business life.”                                                                                     

 

 

Why I Support Worcester 

The Power of Regular Giving 
Regular giving  is a particularly powerful way to support Worcester’s Annual Fund 

allowing the College to plan its spending efficiently year-on-year.  The table below 

demonstrates how, together, different levels of regular donations can be        

transformative. 

Donation (per month) £10 £25 £50 

If one supporter donates for three years we receive £360 £900 £1,800 

Value including Gift Aid (25%) UK Tax Payer £450 £1,125 £2,250 

If ten supporters donate for three years we receive £3,600 £9,000 £18,000 

Value including Gift Aid (25%) UK Tax Payer £4,500 £11,250 £22,500 

If fifty supporters donate for three years we receive £18,000 £45,000 £90,000 

Value including Gift Aid (25%) UK Tax Payer £22,500 £56,250 £112,500 

Ben Morgan (Modern History and Economics, 1980) 



Every gift to the Annual Fund makes a valuable and immediate  difference 

to the lives of students, academics and staff at Worcester today.  What 

matters is not how much any one individual gives, but how many of you 

are  willing to signal your commitment to our College by participating in 

whatever way you can.  

For more information about how to give tax-efficiently or to make a  donation 

please contact: 

 

 

Coleen Day 

Director of Development and Alumni Relations 

Worcester College 

Oxford 

OX1 2HB 

 

 

 

 

 

T: +44 (0)1865 278346 

E: coleen.day@worc.ox.ac.uk 

W: www.worc.ox.ac.uk  

Worcester College is a registered charity number: 1143479 

Thank You for Your Support 

mailto:development@worc.ox.ac.uk

