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WORCESTER COLLEGE OXFORD 

 
The Steven Isenberg Junior Research Fellowship in 20th-Century British or American Fiction or 

Literary Journalism 
 
Worcester College Oxford is delighted to offer its first Steven Isenberg Junior Research Fellowship 
in 20th Century British or American Fiction or Literary Journalism, funded by a generous 
benefaction from Steven and Barbara Isenberg, with the support of Barrie and Deedee Wigmore, 
tenable for a period of 3 years, with effect from 1 October 2016 
 
The position is a three year Junior Research Fellowship, with membership of the Faculty of English, in 
any area of 20th-century British or American Fiction or Literary Journalism, fields which reflect the 
interests of alumnus and Honorary Fellow Steven Isenberg, who has been variously a Professor of 
English & American Literature, a newspaper publisher, a university President, and, most recently, 
chief executive of the American branch of P.E.N., the organisation dedicated to the freedom of 
writers. This unique opportunity is intended to provide an early career scholar with an extended 
period of advanced research after the completion of their doctoral thesis, in which they will benefit 
from the intellectual community and the unparalleled resources of Oxford University, including the 
books and literary manuscripts of the Bodleian Library, the English Faculty Library, the Worcester 
College Library and the Rothermere Institute for American Studies. Typically, a Junior Research 
Fellow in a Humanities discipline will complete a book project representing a significant advance 
upon their doctoral research. The Isenberg Fellow will be permitted, but not required, to teach 
tutorials or classes in their field for a maximum of four hours per week. 
 
Worcester College is the result of a refoundation in 1714 by Sir Thomas Cookes of the Benedictine 
Gloucester College which was founded on the same site in 1283.  The extensive wooded grounds, 
which include a lake and a mixture of architectural styles in the main quadrangle, make this one of 
the most beautiful of the 38 Colleges which comprise the federal University of Oxford.  The 
Governing Body comprises the Provost and 49 Fellows; in addition there are 24 Research Fellows, 
who are not members of the Governing Body.  There are 441 undergraduates, including visiting 
students (209 men and 232 women), in College and 191 graduate students, (104 men and 87 
women). It has a strong tradition in literary studies: Professor Sir Christopher Ricks was tutor when 
Steven Isenberg was a student; the distinguished scholar of Modernism Professor David Bradshaw 
has recently retired; Dr Laura Ashe, a medievalist, is the senior English Fellow; and the Provost, 
Professor Sir Jonathan Bate, is active as a scholar as well as in his role of Head of House. 
 
Applications are invited from scholars of any nationality and academic affiliation who will be 
submitting their doctoral dissertation by 30 September 2016 or who have obtained a Ph.D., D.Phil. 
or comparable degree within the last three years. 
 
The Fellow will receive a stipend of £22,030 per annum (revised annually) and will have access to 
modest further funds for research travel; as a member of the Senior Common Room he or she is 
entitled to free lunches or dinners in College, whenever the kitchens are open. The College intends 
to provide single live-in accommodation, an on-site ‘set’ to the value of £8,000 per annum (the 
Fellow will be responsible for Council Tax and the cost of services e.g. gas, electricity, telephone) or a 
study for a Fellow who chooses to live out. 
 
Worcester College does not discriminate on the basis of race, colour, national origin, sex, religion, 
disability, political belief, or sexual orientation. Applications from under-represented groups are 
especially encouraged. 
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Applications must be received by Friday 12th August 2016 and should include a statement of the 
proposed research programme and a current curriculum vitae.  Applicants must also arrange for two 
confidential letters of recommendation to be sent direct to the College by the same date.  
 
Interviews for a final group of candidates will take place in September. The position is tenable from 1 
October 2016 or as soon as possible thereafter; progression through the full three years is 
contingent upon submission of a brief annual report to the Provost on the progress of the research 
project.   
 
Applications and references may be sent by e-mail as pdf documents. 
 
Informal enquiries may be made to:   Dr Ilaria Gualino 

The Provost’s PA 
     Worcester College 
     Oxford  

OX1 2HB 
       
     Email ilaria.gualino@worc.ox.ac.uk 
     Tel:  +44(0)1865-278362 
     
 Applications must include: 

 a completed application form: available at www.worc.ox.ac.uk/jobs or from the Provost’s PA 

 a CV showing your career to date, including details of publications, academic interests and 
any other details relevant to this application 

 a brief outline of your proposed research [between 2-3 pages] 
 
*References: 

 applicants must arrange for two confidential letters of recommendation to be sent direct to 
the Provost’s PA by the closing date (pdf via email is fine).  Please note: the College will not 
chase missing references or issue reminders. 
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